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Oa 0éAare va pag nsi-
1e Aiya Adyia yia tov
Ozopé Tou EAAnvikou
AvoiktoU Maveniotnpi-
ou; MNoiog sivar o oko-
nég Tou WG NPOg Thv
KEVTPIKA avTiAnyn nou
dinz1 Ta avoiktd ou-
othpara TpitoPdaOpiag
eknaidsuong.; TMoisg
avdyksg npbs va ka-
AUgsa1 otnv gAAnviki
epnzaipia;

H kipia anootoAri tou EA-

Anvikol AvoiktoU [Maveni-
otnpiou eival n napoxn &§
anooTAcEwg NPONTUXIAKAG
Kal pETANTUXIOKAG eknai-
deuong kal eniuépPwong,
péow Tng avdntuéng kai
aionoinong  katdAAnAou
kar €8kd avantuypévou
eknaideutikol  uAikoU  Kal
pebédwv didaockaAiag.
EmnAéov, otouq okonolg
tou EAl evrdooerar kai n
npoaywyr Tng €NICTNHOVI-
kig épeuvag, kabdg kar n

Would you like to tell us
a few words about the
Hellenic Open University
as an institution? What
are its goals vis-a-vis the
central belief regarding
open higher education
systems? Which are the
needs that it has come to
meet in the Greece?

The main mission of the Hellen-
ic Open University is to provide
undergraduate and post-grad-
uvate education and fraining

through  distance  learning
by developing and utilizing
the appropriate specially de-
signed educational materials
and teaching methods. HOU
also aims to promote scientific
research and the development
of technology and methodol-
ogy for the remote transfer of
knowledge. Essentially, HOU
is the single official and institu-
tionalized entity providing dis-
tance learning programmes in
Greece. | will not focus on the
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EMnviké Avoikré Maveniotipio Hellenic Open University

avdntuén Ttexvoloyiag kai
peBodoloyiag oto nedio
NG perddoong NG yvoong
ané anéotaon. Kat’ ouciav
eival o pévog enionpog Kai
BeopoBetnpévog  popéag
napoxriq €f anootdoswg
npoypappdTey  onouddv
otnv EANGda. Aev Ba 6100
Spwg e181KA oTNY AnooToAR
g & anootdoswg eknai-
deuong aAAd otnv évvoia
tng avoiktétntag. To EAAn-
viké Avoiktd Mavenmotipio
e€unnperei 10 10eddeg TG
avolkTAg eknaideuong, dn-
Aadh tng SuvatdrtnTag, oe
6Mouq avefaipétwg, Toug
noAiteq va empoppwboly,
va onouddcouy, va avantu-
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Eouv Tig 8e&16TNTEQ TOUG KAl
va avelixtolv enayyeApari-
Kd, KOIVwVIKA aAAd kuping
npoownikd. H avoikti ex-
naideuon anotelei éva 18e-
»deg, pia noAimikii dndwon,
pia otdon kar orpartnyikn,
n onoia xpnoiponoiiBnke
aAAd kar ouvexilel va xpn-
ciponoleital, yia va dnAo-
ol TIg TAoEIg TNG eKNAIdEU-
TIKiG noAimikrig Siedpuvong,
g eA\elBepng npdoPaong
ota 1dpUpara naideiag, ota
eknaideuTikd npoypdupara
kal ota unoupyeia naideiag.
Eipar 18iaitepa neprigavog
nou n xdpa pag éxel 1dpU-
oel éva Téroio dnudoio Ma-
venioTApio, To onofo ekTdq

ané v uynAod emnédou
akadnpaiki noiéTnTa,
npoogépel e dAoug ioeg
eukalpieg eknaideuong. Té-
Aog, Ba riBela va otabd
oto ndéoo a&iénaivor eival
ol anégoitol Tou 1dplpardg
pag kabwg o1 onoudéq oto
EAM eivar iSiaitepa anaitn-
TIKéG Kal andé akadnpaikn
dnoyn aAAG kar og ouvdu-
Ao HE TIG KOIVWVIKEG TOUG
UMOXPEWTEIG.

Itnv EAAGda 1o EAN
eppaviletar ps kaBu-
otrépnon duUo, dudpici
dskasTidv o oxéon
He TG dAAeg x@ps=g.
Nari —«ard ™n yvapn

At the forefront: Hellenic Open University (HOU) "Our vision for an even higher quality of studies"

mission of distance learning
though, but on the concept of
openness. The Hellenic Open
University serves the ideal of
open education, providing all
citizens without an exception
the chance to frain, to study,
to develop their skills and to
evolve professionally, socially
and mostly personally. Open
education is an ideal, a politi-
cal statement, a stance and a
strategy, which was used and
confinues fo be used in order to
acknowledge the trend for ed-
ucational policy enlargement
with open access to education-
al institutions, in educational
programmes and in ministries
of education. | am especially

proud that our counfry has
established a public university
of this kind, which offers equal
opportunities in education for
all, in addition to the high ac-
ademic quality. Finally, | would
like to stress that our graduates
are commendable, as studying
in HOU is quite demanding
both academically and in
combination with their social
engagements.

In Greece, HOU was es-
tablished around two
decades later than in
other countries. Why this
delay?

Open Universities started out
in Europe in the late 1990s,

the most typical example be-
ing the British Open University,
founded in 1971. The strong
presence of Open Higher Ed-
ucation is due to the diversifi-
cation in economic and social
life, with a great impact on ed-
ucation, as the needs for skilled
personnel started to increase.
In Greece, the establishment of
the Hellenic Open University in
1997 resulted from a series of
social, economic, technologi-
cal and other developments
that took place in the frame-
work of a wider restructuring
of the Greek society. This fact,
in combination with the rapid
development of new fechnol-
ogies and the need to find a

EMnviké Avoikté Maveniotipio - Epyaotipio Hellenic Open University - Laboratory
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cag- auth n kaBuoré-
pnon;

Ta Avoikrd [Mavemotipia
ékavav Tnv gupavion Tougq
otnv Eupwnn oto 1éAog Tng
dekaeriag Tou 1990, e
XapakTnpioTiké  napddey-
pa v idpuon tou Open
University tng AyyAiag 1o
1971. H évrovn napouocia
Tov Avoiktdv MNMavemortnpi-
akwv |Spupdrwv opeiketal
otn  diagoponoinon  Tng
OIKOVOMIKAG Kal KOIVWVIKAG
{wiig pe 10xupd avrikTuno
oTov Topéa Tng eknaideu-
ong, kabwg o1 avdykeg yia
e€eidikeupévo  npoownikd
au&ibnkav. Xtnv EAAnviki
npaypatikétnTa, n idpuon
tou  EMnvikod  Avoikroi
Mavemotnuiou 10 1997,
epopuyd and pia  oeipd
£VTOVWV  KOIVWVIKQY, OIKO-
VOHIK®Y, TEXVOAOYIKQV Kal
dMwv eEelifewy nou npay-
patdBnkav  oto nAaiocio
piag  eupltepng  avadidp-
BOpwong Tng eAANVIKAG KoI-
vwviag. To yeyovég autd oe
ouvduaopd pe Tn paydaia
avanTu&n véwv Texvoloyidv
kai Tnv avdykn edpeong AU-
ong ota xpdvia eknaideuT-
k& npoPAidpata Tng xdpag
pag, énwg ol neplopicyofl
nou Bérouv 1o napadooi-
akd ouoTtApata eknaideu-
ong, ouvnyépnoav oTnv
avdntugn  noAImk@v  yia
AvoiktA kai €€ Anootdoe-
wq Eknaideuon. Télog, n
iSpuon tou EAT oréxeuce
otnv edpaiwon evdq evah-
AakTtikoU Tpdnou pdbnong
othv  eAAnvikA  kolvwvia,
ouvelopépovrag napdAin-
Aa otn petapplBpion Tng
avaTatng eknaidsuong otn
X®0PA pag.

Moia sivalr onhpspa n
Oéon Tou EANN;

To 18pupd pag, ota 20 kai
nAéov xpdvia Aeitoupyiag

Tou, éxel emdeifel pia on-
pavtiki e&éNiEn kar avodi-
ki nopeia, npoo@épovrag
ugnAig noidétnTag npontu-
XIOKA KAl PETANTUXIOKA
npoypdppara onoudav,
anoktdvrag napdAAnia to
akadnpaikd kUpog nou Tou
appdlel. Iro onpeio autd
Ba i@ehe va unoypappicw
611 To EAAnvikS Avoikté Ma-
veniotiipio, Bpioketal otnv
4n Béon katdraéng, avd-
peoa og éAa ta Eupwnaikd
Avoiktd [Mavemotipia. Té-
Aog, npdogparo eniteuypa
tou EAI kar évdein Tng
d1eBvolq avayvdpiorig Tou,
eivai n diopydvwon Tou Ale-
Bvoig Zuvedpiou Avirarng
eknaideuong (International
Higher Education
ConferencedHE) 1o 2022.
©a kAefow Aéyovrag 611 o1
131aiTepeg  ouvOrikeg nou
enikparodoav otnv  Xwpa
pag, «kabuotépnoav  Tnv

‘I8puon evég 1600 onpavr-

koU [aveniotnpiou, aAAd
n nopeia Tou kar n avéNign
Tou anodeikviouv epnpd-
KTWG Tnv 1oxupr duvapikn
Tou Kal To oTiypa Tou 1600
oe gyxwpilo 600 Kkai oe Eu-
pwnaikd kai digbvéq enine-

do.

Mia oczipa ané ouy-
xpoveg &&eAifaiq ku-
Piwg oTnv TEXvoloyia
EMNIKOIVAVIAV Kdl ThV
oikovopia -o¢ cuvdu-
acpdé pE TIG UyElovo-
HIKéG anaiTRoel§ TnG
navdnpiag Covid-19
kar tnv smBeBAnpévn
TnAeknaiSsuon oTa
nepicocoTepa THhpa-
ta Tov AEl- suvéncav
TNV IGXUpoONnoinon TWV
avanru&n AVOIKTRV
ouoTNUATWV ThAsKnai-
dsuong. To EAN nArav
oxed6v éroipo. Ekmi-

At the forefront: Hellenic Open University (HOU) "Our vision for an even higher quality of studies"

solution to chronic problems in
education in our country, such
as the limitations of the fradi-
tional systems of education,
led to the development of pol-
icies for Open and Distance
Learning. Finally, the creation
of HOU aimed to establish an
alternative learning methodol-
ogy in Greek society, also con-
tributing fo the reform process
in our country's higher educa-
tion systems.

What is the position of
HOU today?

Our institution, after more
than 20 years of operafion,
has shown significant devel-
opment and growth, offering
high-quality ~ undergraduate

and postgraduate study pro-
grammes and acquiring the
academic prestige that it de-
serves. At this point, | would
like to underline that the
Hellenic Open University is
placed 4th in the ranking of all
European Open Universities.
Finally, the latest achievement
and sign of HOU's internation-
al recogpnition is the fact that it
will organize the International
Higher Education Conference
(IHE) in 2022. | will conclude
saying that the particular con-
difions in our country delayed
the establishment of such an im-
portant university, but its course
and progress prove in practice
that it has strong dynamics and
it is making its mark both no-

tionally and infernationally.

A series of contemporary
developments, mainly
in communications tech-
nology and the econo-
my - combined with the
health requirements due
to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic and the mandatory
distance learning in most
departments of higher
education - favoured
the strengthening of
open distance learning
systems. HOU was al-
most ready. Do you be-
lieve that the post-Covid
framework will further
enhance the role of
HOU?

EMnviké Avoikté TMaveniotipio Hellenic Open University
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Hpare ém 1o nAaicio Ta
perd-Covid snoxng Oa
avaBaOuicsr nepairé-
pw Tov péAo Tou EAT;

Apxikd npéner va diaxw-
piooupe TG évvoieq Tng €§
anooTdoews eknaideuong
kai Tng €& anootdoswg
didaockahiag. H pev €§
anooctdoewq eknaideuon,
anoteAei évav epeuvnTikd
kAGdo Tou nediou Twv Eni-
otnpdv g Aywyrig, ndvw
oTo onoio cuvTeAeiTal oTo-
XegUPéVN KAl OUCTNHATIKA
épeuva naykooping. H &§
anootdoewg di1daockaAia, n
onoia epappdobOnke kai ou-
vexiCel va epappdletar and
ta oupParikd Maveniotipia
NG Xxdpag pag otn didpkeia
g dGokoAng nep1dSou Tng
navdnpiag, unodnA@vel
Th  OUCTNWPATIKA  NApaKo-
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AoiBnon Twv kabnynTtikdv
SiaAéEewv péow Kkdnolou
cuoThpatog / nAatpéppag
tnAe-ouvavricewyv. Or dlo
auTég évvoleg eival eVIEADG
Siapopetikéq. Eival peydho
A&Bog va ouyxéovral.

Kard delrepov Ba cag nw
6m 1o EMAnviké  Avoiktd
Maveniotipio fitav kaBéAa
éroigo yia tnv npdékAnon
ng navdnpiag. ‘Onwg noAd
ouxvd avagépw «Xto EAT
dev xdOnke olte pia dida-
KTIKA oTiyui», kal autd yiati
10 ‘ISpupa pag eivar eyye-
viq éva Mavenmotipio nou
Ox1 pévo epappdlel, alld
avantiooel kibAag tnv &€
anootdoewq eknaideuon. Ti
onpaivel autd; AnAd, 6T wg
kate€oxnv & anootdoswg
dnudoio TpitoféBuio eknal-
SeuTik 1dpupa avantiooel

éAa 1a npoypdppara onou-
v Tou, T6CO ©E nponTu-
xiaké 600 Kal og PeETANTU-
xiaké eninedo, pe TIG MO
olyxpoveg peBédoug Tng
€€ anootdoswg eknaideu-
ong. O1 onoudég oto EATI
dev Pacifovrar otn dida-
okaAia kai oTig SiaAé€eig,
énwg oupPaiver ota oup-
Bartikd Mavemortiipia, aAAd
omg apxég Tng autévopng
kar ave&dptntng pdbnong,
péow e1diIkd avantuypévou
aAMnAemdpaoTikol  eknal-
SeuTikoU uAikoU, To onoio
«d18doKel» TOUG POITNTEG.
O &18dokovreg oTto EAl,
Eepeldyouv and Tov oup-
Batiké Toug pdAo kar ava-
BaBpilovrar oe Kabnyntéq
cupPolloug,  pévropeg
kar kaBodnyntéq. EmnAéoy,
S6An n akadnpaiki aAAd kai

EAAnviké Avoikté
Mavemormpio -Epyactipio
Hellenic Open

University - Laboratory

At the forefront: Hellenic Open University (HOU) "Our vision for an even higher quality of studies"

O Mpdedpog Tou EAT
Oduoocéag Zdpag
President of HOU
Odysseas Zoras

First, we have to define the
terms "distance learning" and
"remofe teaching". Distance
learning is a research branch
in the field of the Sciences of
Education, where targeted
and systematic work is carried
out globally. Remote teaching,
which has been implemented
and continues to be implement-
ed by the conventional univer-
sities of our country during the
difficult times of the pandemic,
refers to the systematic attend-
ance of professors' lectures
through a system/platform of
teleconferencing. The terms re-
fer to two completely different
concepts. It is wrong to confuse
the one with the other.

Second, | will tell you that the
Hellenic Open University was
fully ready for the challenge
due to the pandemic. As | of-
ten say: "At HOU, not even a
single minute of learning was
lost"; this is because our insti-
tution is essentially a university

that not only applies but also
develops distance learning.
What does this mean? That
as a public higher education
institution operafing remotely,
it develops all its study pro-
grammes, both undergradu-
ate and postgraduate ones,
with the latest methodology of
distance learning. Studies at
HOU are not based on teach-
ing and lectures, as in conven-
tional universities, but on the
principles of autonomous and
independent learning through
a specially developed interac-
tive educational material that
"teaches" students. The faculty
at HOU transcends the con-
ventional role of the teachers
and become upgraded as Pro-
fessors, consultants, mentors
and instructors.

In addition, the whole academ-
ic and administrative structure
of the institution has achieved
mastery of the parficularities
of distance learning and the

appropriate  specialization
and know-how fo support both
students and associate faculty.
The Hellenic Open University
continued its steady upward
course during the pandemic
and, if | may say so, accel
erated indeed. Because, in
addition to the seamless learn-
ing process, our institution
proceeded with new study
programmes, noteworthy
cooperation  with ministries,
scholarships for special groups
of citizens, cooperation with
other insfitutions such as the
Academy of Athens for the
joint research and educational
activities (for example, study
programmes),  cooperation
with the Hellenic Army Gen-
eral Staff and the Hellenic Air
Force as well as a series of
other collaborations with re-
sults that will become apparent
shortly. All in all, even in times
of economic uncertainty and
a global hedlth crisis, HOU is
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ANOIKTO

MANENIZTE

O Mpéedpog tou EAM Oducoéag Zadpag Hellenic Open University

n dioiknTiKi unxavi Tou 1dpdparog,
yvwpiler dpiota TG 181aITEPSTNTEG
g €€ anooTtdoewg eknaideuong Kkai
d1aBétouv Tnv katdAAnAn e€e1dikeuon
Kal TEXvoyvwoia yia va unootnpi§ouv
1600 TOoug PoITnTéG 60O Kal TOUG Cu-
vepyaldpevoug S18GoKOVTEG.

To EMAnviké Avoikté [Maveniotripio
ouvéxioe Tnv dn avodiki nopeia
katd tn Sidpkeia Tng navdnpiag kai,
eMITPEYPTE pou va nw 6T, Tnv emtd-
xuve kidhag. Kar autéd yiari, ektdq
g anpéokontng diadikaciag Tng
péOnong, 1o ‘ISpupa paq avéntule
véa npoypdupata onoud®y, cnou-
daieq ouvepyaoieq pe Ynoupyeia,
yla unotpopieq oe ei1dikéq opddeg
noAIT®v, ouvepyaoieq ye dAha 13pu-
pata, 6nwg n Akadnpia ABnvay, yia
avdntuén  KoIVOV  EPEUVNTIKAV  Kal
eknaideutikdv Spdoewv (n.x. npo-
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ypdupata onouddv), cuvepyacieq pe
10 leviké EmreAeio Xtparol kar tnv
MoAepikri Aeponopia kabdg eniong
Kal pia oelpd dAAwv cuvepyaociay, Ta
anoteAéopara Twv onoiwv Ba pavolv
oto eyylUg péNhov. Zuvoyilovrag, To
EAl, akbua kai oe kaipolg oikovo-
pikig aBeBaidtntag Kai uyelovopikAg
kpiong naykoopiou gpPéleiag, evdu-
vapdveral kai 1oxuponoiei Tn Béon
Tou ouvexdg, Té6c0 ot ebviké oo
kai oe d1eOvéq eninedo. MpdBeon pag
eival va ouvexicoupe niotd 10 £pyo
pag, doulelovrag cuoTnpatikd Kai
oAokAnpwvovrag To épapd paqg yia
napoxn aképa upnAdtepou emnédou
onoudy, yia avdntuén Tng épeuvag
kair yia diebvonoinon Tou Idpldparog

pag.

Itov 81eBvhh Sidloyo =keppa-

{ovrai avrinapa@éocsig yia Tnv
anoteAeopaTikéTNTa  Kai  Ta
opia Tou PnPIakou «NavenicTn-
piou dixw¢ Toixoug». Apkeroi
oTéKkovTal EnIKPITIKA, Aéyovrag
T Katapyeital, TPéNOV TIVd, To
university yiari anoucialouyv,
KUpiwG, o1 napadociakég-kAa-
oikéq univercitates -1o nAaioio
{WNG TWV POITNTIKAV EVACEWV
Kdal ThG PUOIKNAG Napouciag oTo
naveniotnpiké campus. Eoeig,
n&¢g PAéners To sUPOG £vOG YPn-
plakoU naveniornpiou; Taipid-
{z1 y1a 6Aeq TIG ENICTApEG;

Nar o1 apvntég Tou «navemotnpiou
Sixwg Toixoug» undpxouv. [Npoow-
niké eipar unéppaxog g e§éNIgng.
‘Onwg npoavépepa, Ol KOIVWVIKEG,
NoAITIKEG, OIKOVOUIKEG Kal TEXVOAO-
yikég e&ehifeig éxouv dueoco avriktu-

constantly strengthening its posifion both
nationally and internationally. We in-
tend to continue our work in a systematic
fashion and to fulfil our vision to provide
even higher quality of studies, fo promote
research and fo internationalise our insti-
tution.

Global debate includes conflicting
views about the efficiency and
the limitations of the digital "uni-
versity without walls". Some are
critical, saying that in a way the
"university" aspect is being lost
because the traditional univer-
citates —-the framework of student
unions and physical presence in a
university campus - are lacking.
How do you see the range of a
digital university? Does it fit all
sciences?

At the forefront: Hellenic Open University (HOU) "Our vision for an even higher quality of studies"

Yes, there are deniers of "university with-
out walls". Personally, | am in favour of
evolution. As | already said, social, polii-
cal, economic and technological develop-
ments have an immediate effect on educa-
tion, educational systems and educational
policies. Besides, such an outbreak of de-
velopments led or rather contributed to
the establishment of Open Universities.
So, | think that right now we are ready or
should be ready to remove the barriers in
education, because knowledge becomes
"immingled" as science evolves. | mean
that there is no longer a clear separation
and distinct boundaries between areas of
science, for example Physics and Chemis-
try or even Mathematics and Humanities.
The boundaries of sciences overlap and
reveal great new hybrids of immense tech-
nological and research interest. Due to
the fact that they are not structured in sep-

arate Departments but in Schools with a
wide range of subjects, digital universities
- one of which is the Hellenic Open Uni-
versity as well -promote interdisciplinary
and interdepartmental education by offer-
ing an amazing variety of interdisciplinary
Subject Modules.

HOU has already given positive
evidence of its publishing pro-
gramme. Would you like to refer
to it? What could we expect of
HOU'’s and universities’ activities
in publishing vis-a-vis the needs
of a demanding reading audi-
ence in regards to science and its
influence on Greek society?

The Hellenic Open University Press, al-
though a relatively recent initiative, is a
significant investment by HOU, as a pio-
neering institution of higher insfitution, in

EMnviké Avoikré Maveniotipio  Hellenic Open University
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no ortnv eknaideuon, ora
eknaideutikd  ouoThipata
Kal oTIG EKNAIBEUTIKEG Mo-
Aimikég. ANwoTe, pia tétoia
ékpn&n e&elifewv odriynoe
i kaAUTepa ouvéPale otnv
1I8puon Twv Avoiktdv [Ma-
vemoTtnpiak®v  1dpupdrwv.
Oewpw Aoindv 6T auth Tn
omiyui  efgacte €roigor 1
ogeiloupe va eigaote €rol-
por va katapyicouue Ta
oteyavd Tng eknaideuong,
kabwg éo0 n emotApn efe-
Aiooegtal, n yvion «avaper-
yvietai». Me Tov 6po autd

evvod 6T, nAéov, Sev undp-
Xel  0a@rg  dlaxwpIopdg
kal diakpITd 6pla avdpeoa
OE  ENICTNHOVIKEG  NepIO-
xég, 6nwq yia napdderypa
n Quoiki pe ™ Xnpeia i
aképa kal Ta MaBnuarikd
pe v Oidoloyia. Ta bpia
TWV EMNIOTNPAOV aAAnAenika-
Abntovral kar eppavifouv
onoudaia, véa, uPpidikd
avrikeigeva uynAol Texvo-
AoyikoU kar gpeuvnTikoU ev-
Siapépovrog. Ta Yneiakd
Mavemoripia -éva ané 1a
onoia eivar kal 1o EAAnvI-

k6 Avoiktéd Maveniotipio-
ANoéyw Tou yeyovétog 6T
Sev dopolvral oe diakpitd
TuApara aAAd oe IxoAég,
pe eupl PACHA YVOOTIK®Y
avTikelyévwy, eival apwyofl
™G  dlemoTnpovikéTNTag
Kal TnG diatgnpankdTnTag
npoopépovrag  TepdoTia
noikiAia  SIEMOTNPOVIK®V
Oeparikwv Evoritwy.

To EAN éxa1 ndn d-
ocel Osmkd Ssiypara
ypapng oécov agopd
10 £k30TIKO TOU nNP6-

ypappa. Oa Oélars va
Hag neite yI’ auté; T
Oa pnopouos va nepi-
HéVElI KANOIOG OF OXé-
on UE TIG EPYACIEG TOU
EAN xai Twv AEl otov
Topéa TWV £Kd60EWV
Kal Snpoocisliocswv Kai
ot oxéon pE TI§ anaITh-
O&IG £VOG anaITnTIKoU
avayvwoTikou Koivou
nou Kiveital yupw anéd
TIG EMICTAPEG KAl TNV
ENIPPON TOUG OTNV EA-
AnviKA Koivwvia;

O1 Ekdboeig Tou EAANnvIKoU
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cultural capital and in the open-
ing up of the university and the
dissemination of knowledge to
Greek society and, why not,
soon to the international com-
munity, too. Our publications
are marked by the vision of a
robust, reputable and up-o-
date publishing house with a
wide outreach including not
only the academic audience
(faculty, students and research-
ers) but mainly the wider pub-
lic of demanding and studious
readers who want to stay in-
formed about current scientific
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developments. You know, this
is a great challenge for us be-
cause scientific breakthrough
is becoming more and more
accelerated in every field,
and is influencing or will be
influencing our everyday life in
the long term. Of course, | am
referring to advances in medi-
cine and genetics, in bioethics,
environmental science, artifi-
cial infelligence, applied math-
ematics and physics, without
overlooking research in cultur-
al studies, philosophy, history,
law, economics, contfemporary

administration as well as art.

To this end, the HOU Press is
constantly enriching its pub-
lishing programme with new
series that will meet the needs
for academic editions and
scientific literature, renewing,
enhancing and upgrading, if
you will, the textbooks used
by HOU and other universities,
adding to the Greek academic
libraries and hoping to build a
bridge of communication with
academic libraries around the
world. In parallel, the HOU
Press aspires to touch upon the

human concerns in our century,
through works of special and
general interest from all scien-
tific fields. In full compliance
with this goal, the HOU Press
strives to present quality edi-
tions with selected titles that will
be long-sellers, acknowledged
for their value, without con-
siderations of a quick profit.
They are valuable editions that
any publisher would be hard-
pressed to publish particularly
in the current circumstances,
since they are designated as
reference works worthy of at

At the forefront: Hellenic Open University (HOU) "Our vision for an even higher quality of studies"
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Avoiktou Maveniotnpiou poAovéT ei-
val éva oxeTIkd npbéopaTo eyxeipnya
tou EAT, anoteholv pia onpavriki
enévduon Tou Avoiktod [lavemorn-
Hiou, wg npwTondpou navemoTnyia-
koU Beopol, apevég oe nolimopikd
kepdAalo kal apetépou oTo dvolyua
TOU navemoTtnpiou Kal otn didxuon
NG yv@ong otnv eAAnvikiA Kolvwvia,
kal yiati éxi, clvropa kai otn diebvi
koivétnta. O1 ekdboeig paq dianvéo-
vrar and 1o épapa yia évav otifapd,
éykpITo Kar evnpepwpévo ekdoTikd
oiko pe eupeia anelBuvon, n onoia
ocupnepihapPdver éxi pdévo TO aka-
dnpaikd  koivd  (navenioTnuiakoug,
@oITnTEG, epeuvnTég) aAAd Kupiwg TO
eupl, anaitnTikd, piAopabéq avayvam-
oTikd KoIvé nou BéAel va evnpepdve-
TAl yIa TIG TPEXOUOEG EMIOTNHOVIKEG
e€eAifeiq. Zéperte, autd eival 1o peyd-
Ao pag otoixnpa, kabdg or enmoTnpo-
vikéq e&elifeiq oe 6Aa Ta nedia eival
nAéov paydaieg, kal oe NoAAG eni-
neda ennpedlouv i Ba ennpedoouv
pakponpdBeopa tnv kaOnpepivéTnTd
pag. Avagépopal acpalwg oe e&e-
Ai€eiq otnv 1atpikA Kal Tn yeveTikA,
™ PBionBikA, To nepiBdAhov, Tnv Te-
xvnTi vonpgooivn, Ta gpappocpéva
pabnpatikd kal Tn PUOIKA, Xxwpig va
napayvwpiloupe TIq €peuveg OTIG No-
AiTiopikég onoudég, Tn @iAocogia,
Tnv 1oTOpPIA, TO diKAIO, TNV OIKOVOpIa,
n olyxpovn Sioiknon aAAd kai Tnv
TéXVN.

Ye auth tnv kateiBuvon ol ekdboeiq
emxeipolv pe To oAoéva epnAouti-
C6pevo ekdoTikd npdypappa Kai TIg
véeq oelpég nou dnpioupyolv va
kaAlpouv TIG avdykeq oTO naveni-
otnpiaké BiBAio kal To emoTnpovikd
olyypappa, avavedvovrag, avaPab-
piovraq kai evnpepdvovrag, av Oé-
Aetg, kal Ta ouyypdppara Tou idiou
tou EAl aAAG kai eupUtepa Tou nave-
motnpiakol BiBAiou, epnioutiovrag
TIG eAAnvIKéG navemotnpiakég PiIPA-
o0rikeq kal yepupwvovrag, 6nwg eu-
eAmoTolpe, auThi TNV enikoIVwvia Kai
pe g navemotnpiakég PiPAioBrikeg
d1ebvirg. MapdAAnAa, dpwg, pe épya
€101kol Kal YeVIKOU €evOIAQEPOVTOG
ané éAa ta emotnpovikd nedia ol
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ek86oelg enixeipolv va ayyi§ouv kai
va enikoivwvricouv Toug npoPAnpari-
opoulqg Tou avBpdnou Tou aidva pag.
Ye andéAutn olunvola pe auth T oTé-
Xguon, o KOopOG Twv ekdSoEWY eni-
Sidker upniol emnédou ekdSOEIG, e
emAeypévoug Tithoug, yia long-sellers
épya, Ta onoia nwlolvral otabepd
yia v a&ia Toug, xwpiq va anoPAé-
nouv oto ypriyopo képdog. Mpdkerral
yia noiomikéq ekddoelg, nou eIdikd
oTn onpepivii cuykupia diokola Ba
anopdoile va BydAel kdnolog ekdd-
g, kabwg oToxelouv va anotelé-
oouv épya avagopdg, a§lavdyvwora,
pe povadiké npdonpo Tnv noidtntd
Toug, Kal Tnv npooTiBépevn afia Toug
oTov Xpbvo WG €pya Tou onpepivol
noAmopod.

EminAéov, emtpéyTe pou va oag nw 4
n dnpioupyia NAVENICTNHIOKOV EKSS-
ocewv og pia nepiodo kard Tnv onoia
Baivoupe kaAndlovrag otnv Yneiaki
enoxn tou PiBAiou, unodnAdvel pntd
and tnv nAeupd pag, T otabepn ni-
otn kar aydnn oto évruno BiPAio, n
kepalaiddng afia Tou onofou dev
pnopei va appioPntnBei, e18ikd av
avaloyioteite 611 n uAikdTnTa TOU
BiBAiou wg péoou, eivar Bepehiddng
otn noAueninedn oxéon Tou avayva-
otn pe 1o BiIPAio, Th yvdon kar Thv
enikoivwvia, and tnv naidiki i aképa
kai Tn Bpepo-vnmiakr nAikia péxpi Tov
eviihiko Bio Tou. Eivar pia oxéon po-
vadikn, nou pag ouvrpopelel oe SAn
pag T {wni.

EveAmotolpe olvropa, av 1o emtpé-
youv ol ouvBrikeg nou éxel emPdel
n UyEIOVOUIKA Kpion, va anokara-
otmicoupe Tn d1d {dhong emKkoivwvia
ME TO avayvwoTikd kolvd, péca and
evdiapépouceq ekONAWOEIG, NApoOu-
oidoeig, ouvédpia kar ekBéoelg, TIq
CwvTtavég ekdoTikéq «napaddoeig» n
Siopydvwon Twv onoiwv éxel avaoTta-
Ael npoowpivd Adyw Tng navdnpiag.

Mpogpavag, ot noMimkéd snine-
80 undpxouv avrinapaBiocsig
yia Tnv sknaidsuon Kkai, noAu
MEPICOOTEPO, YIa TNV AVATA-
Tn gknaidsuon oTn xWpa pag.
Iz noio £ningdo kard Tn yve-
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Ynoypaeri MpwrokéAwv Yuvepyaaoiag tou EAT pe 1o levikd EnmeAeio Xrpartou (TEX) kai to leviké Enire-
Aefo Aeponopiaq ([EA). Anovopr -nAakérag otov Mpdedpo tou EAMN Oduocéa Zdpa
The signing of Cooperation Protocols by the HOU (Hellenic Open University), the Hellenic Army General
Staff and the Hellenic Air Force General Staff.
Awarding a plaque to Odysseas Zoras, President of the HOU.

tention on the basis of their quality and
added value over time as products of con-
temporary culture.

Also, allow me to tell you that the estab-
lishment of a university press at this junc-
ture, when the world is galloping into the
age of digital books, festifies to our con-
stant faith and love for printed books, as
their essential value cannot be disputed,
especially considering the fact that the
materiality of the book as a medium is
fundamental to the multilevel relationship
of a reader with knowledge and commu-
nication through the reading of a book
as early as from childhood, or even from
infancy, to adulthood. It is a unique rela-
tionship that stays with us for life.

We hope that soon, if the circumstances
due to the health crisis allow, we will re-
store live communication with the reading
public, organizing inferesting events, pres-
entations, conferences and exhibitions,
the traditional editorial culture that has
been suspended temporarily due fo the
pandemic.

Obviously, education is a field

of political controversy, higher
education even more so in our
country. In your opinion, where
is the debate centring mostly?
On which point and which frame-
work of consent should it be fo-
cusing instead?

We all agree that we want good public
education in Greece, because education
and research form the fundamental and
greatest growth pillars in every country. |
have no doubt that everyone wishes for
the constant improvement of academic
studies and academic research according
to European and infernational standards.
Obviously, though, there is a difference
of opinion concerning policies and the
way that they can be improved. There are
differing views regarding the perennial
question of what constitutes "good edu-
cation" and how it can be enhanced and
bettered. In my opinion, "good education"
is a multidimensional term that refers to an
inclusive educational system of primary,
secondary and higher education based
on equal opportunities of high-quality
education for all citizens as well as a
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Hn coag skdnAavovral autég ol
avrinapaBéosig; EminAéov, o=
noio eninedo kai pe noio nAai-
Ol0 GUVEVAIGEWYV, KATA Th YVQ®-
Hn oag, Oa énpsne va skdnAw-
vovrai;

‘OMoi cuppwvolpe oto 411 otnv EA-
A&da Béloupe va éxoupe pia KaAd,
onpdoia naideia. Kar autdé yiari n
naideia/eknaideuon oe ocuvduaoud
pe Tnv épeuva anotelolv Toug Pa-
oikéTepouq Kai peyaAltepouqg nu-
Adveg avantuéng kdéBe xdpag. Asv
apeioPntd Aoindv 611 SAoi éxouv wg
otéxo Tn ouvexn PeAtiwon Twv aka-
dnpaik@v onoudwy Kai Tng akadnpuai-
kg épeuvag, oclppwva pe Ta Eupwna-
k& kar Aigbvi npdtuna. Mpogavdg
6pwg, undpxel didotacn andyPewv
otnv noAimiki aAAd kai otov Tpdno
BeAtiworig Toug. Yndpxer didotacn
anéyewv orto ndyio epATNUA Tou TI
ouvioTd Tnv «kaAi naideia» kal nwg
pnopolpe va Tnv gvioxiooupe Kai va
v BeAtidooupe. Katd tn npoowniki
pou dnoyn, n «kaAr naideia» eival
évag noAudidotaroq 6pog o onoiog
nepihapPBdver éva ohokAnpwpévo ek-
naideutiké obotnpa npwtoPdbuiag,
deutepoPdOuiag kai TpitoféOuiag ek-
naideuong, nou Bacileral otnv napo-
xfi fowv eukaipidv uynlod emnédou
eknaideuong oe dAoug Toug noAiTeg,
aAAd kar éva obotnpa a&ioAdynong
TOV EKNAISEUTIKAY SOPQDV.

‘Eva Mavemiotipio katd v dnoyn
Mou, yia va dyel kal va unv dyetal,
ogpeilel kal npénel va Bpiokeral pnpo-
o1d and TIq TEXVOAOYIKEG KAl KOIVWVI-
kég e§eAifeig, va 1iq napdyer kai 6xi
va TG akolouBei. AuoTuxdg Spwg,
Aéyw Tou yeyovérog 4T Ta cupPa-
1ikd lMavemotipia Tng xwdpag pag
éxouv NoAAd xpédvia va avavedoouv
TA YVWOTIKA TOUG QVTIKEIYEVa Kal va
npooappocBolv ot avdykeg Tng
ayopdgq, dev dlvaral va eivar «eué-
Aikta» pe anotéAecpa n texvoAoyikn
Kal KOIVWVIKA npaypatikdétnta va Ta
Eenepvdel.

To EMnviké Avoiktd TMaveniotipio
eppaviCetal  apwydg NG «KAARG
naideiag», péoa and éva ioxupd ou-

24

otnua a§ioAéynong Twv Soudv Tou,
andé uynAig noiétntag npoypduya-
Ta onoudwv aAAd kai and To évrovo
KOIVOVIKS npo@iA nou diabérel, péow
TNG NAPOXNAG UNOTPOPIWY APICTEIAG,
KOIVWVIKGV Kpitnpiwv aAAd kai oe
e101kéG eudAwteg ouddeg. EmnAéoy,
avTanokpivouevo oTIG avdykeg TIg
ayopdg, eppaviletalr euéNikto Kal
avantiooel - 18plel véa, povrépva
npoypdupara onoudwv énwg 1o, ot
cuvepyaoia pe Tnv akadnpia ABnvdy,
«[Mpootacia tng MoAmoTikiq KAnpo-
vouidg kai Twv pvnpeiwv tng ®dong
ané mig Enintdoeig tng Khipatikig AA-
Aayrig» kai To «Emotipn tov Aedopé-
vwv kal Mnxaviki MdBnon».

TéNog, av kal énwg npoavépepa Oe-
wp® enoikodounTikéG Kal og KaAd
eninedo Tng oulnticelg yipw and 1o
péMov kai Tnv PeAtiotonoinon Tng
napexdpevng naideiag, oe kapia ne-
pintwon dev Bewpd 611 Ta cuoTipara
eknaideuong kal €peuvaq npénel va
yivovral avrikeipeva noAImkdv avri-
napaBéocewv. H naideia wg dnudoio
ayaBé, npénel va npootareleral, dev
npénel va epyaleionoieital oto Bwpd
NOAITIKGOV KAl KUPiwG KOPUATIK@V - yn-
@oBnpikdv andyewy, nwg éyive oTo
npéogaro napeABov.

NMog¢ opapari{sore Tov pdlo
tou EAN yia to péAAov Tng A-
Anvikng TpitoPdOmiag Eknai-
S8zuong, Tng oikovopiag Kai Tng
Kolvaviag;

Oewpd 611 10 naveniotnuiakd PovTEé-
Ao tou EAAnvikod Avoiktod [Maveni-
otnpiou Ba apxioel va kabiepdveral
oe eupeia kAigaka kai otadiakd Ba
avrikaraotiicel i Oa euBuypappioTel
pe To oupPatiké povrélo eknaideu-
ong. Eipai BéPaiog ém eival éva po-
viélo eknaideuong nou pnopei va
kaBiepwOei oe gupldtepn akadnpaiki
kAfpaka. MoAd olvropa 1o EAAnvIkS
oupParikd Mavemotipio Ba éxel ak-
Aé&er 6yn. “Ocov agopd 1o épapa
pou yia o EAAnviké Avoikté lMaveni-
otipio, ogeidw va cag dnAdow 4T
ouvdéetal dueca pe tnv nenoinon
pou ylpw and Tov 6po «kaArh nar-

Seia». Opaparifopar éva Anpdoio
Avoikté TMavenotipio, avoikté otn
yvdon kai oTiq eukaipieg, éva MNaveni-
otiipio nou Ba diacealilel To ayabd
g Maideiag kai Oa npodyer Tnv kaivo-
Topia kai Ty apioTeia akohouBdvrag
ta 1ebvi npdtuna. Mpooniwpévog
oto 6papa autd, eipal oiyoupog oI
10 EAAnvIKS Avoikté Mavenmiotipio Ba
eeliooeral ouvexdg kai Ba éxer pia
Sduvapikii avodiki nopeia ot diebvéq
eninedo. ‘Hdn eipaote oe diadikacia
avaBd&Buiong Twv eykaracTtdoewy Kal
Sopv pag, 1dn éxoupe enevdioel ot
povTépva cuoThpata olyxpovng Kal
aclyxpovng enikoivwviag pe 1diaiTe-
pa @IAIkS nepifdAAoy, aképa kai yia
pn efoikeiwpévoug @oItnTéq pe TNV
Texvoloyia, 1idn 18pioape To Kévrpo
Eniuéppwong kai dia Piou pdbnong
tou EAM, Adn miotonoiicape 11§ e0w-
Tepikég S1adikaoieg Tou Idplparog
kal Bpiokbépacte oto oTddio nioTo-
noinong Twv NPOYPAPNAT®WY onouddv
kal ndn Ppiokdpacte oe diadikacia
avavéwong SAwvV TwV cuyypappdTey
pag. Téhog, avapévovrag kar eueAni-
oTdVTAg oTnv €yKpion TnG NOAITIKAG
nyeoiaq, efyaote éroigol va enevdu-
coupe oTnv evduvApwon Tou Epeu-
vnTikoU npo@id tou EAMN péow Tng
iSpuong evég Epeuvnrikod Kévrpou,
To onoio Ba diabérer e8eidikeupéva
IvoTIToUTa yIa cuoTnpaTiki épeuva oe
pn avraywvioTikd avTikeipeva, dnwg n
€€ anootdoewg eknaideuon kar epya-
oia, n 814 Biou pdOnon, n nAekTpovi-
ki SiakuPépvnon K.4.
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system for the evaluation of educational
structures.

| believe that a university, in order to lead
and not be led, should be at the forefront
of technological and societal develop-
ments, as a creator, not a follower. Un-
fortunately, though, because the conven-
tional universities of our country have not
renewed their subject modules and have
not adapted to the needs of the market
for many years now, they lack "flexibility"
and are left behind by technological and
social reality.

The Hellenic Open University comes as a
buttress for "good education" with its struc-
tures being evaluated by a competent sys-
tem, with high-quality study programmes
and a strong social profile through schol-
arships of merit, social criteria and special
vulnerabilities. Furthermore, responding to
the needs of the market, it appears flexible
and develops/establishes new and mod-
ern study programmes as the "Protecfion
of Cultural Heritage and Natural Monu-
ments from the Effects of Climate Change"
in cooperation with the Academy of Ath-
ens and the "Data Science and Machine

Learning" programmes.

Lastly, although as | said | consider the de-
bate around the future and the improve-
ment of education constructive and on a
good level, in no way do | believe that
education and research systems should
become obijects of political controversy.
Education should be protected as a pub-
lic good, and it should not be exploited
as an insirument of party politics and elec-
tioneering, as happened recently.

How do you envision the role of
HOU in the future of Greek higher
education, economy and society?
| believe that the academic model of the
Hellenic Open University will become
widespread and gradually will replace
or become aligned with the conventional
education model. | am certain that it is an
education model that can be established
on a wider academic scale. As for my
vision for the Hellenic Open University, |
should state that itis directly linked with my
own belief in "good education". | envision
a Public Open University open to knowl-
edge and opportunities, a university that

will ensure education as a good and will
promote innovation and merit following
international standards. Focusing on this
vision, | am certain that the Hellenic Open
University will be confinually developing
and following a dynamic upward course
internationally. Already we are upgrading
out facilities and structures; we have in-
vested in modern systems of synchronous
and asynchronous communication with
a friendly environment, even for students
who are not familiar with the technolo-
gy; we have founded the Training and
Lifelong Learning Centre of HOU; our
internal procedures have been certified
and certification of the study programmes
is under way, as is the renewal of all our
academic textbooks. Finally, hoping for
approval from the political leadership, we
are ready fo invest in strengthening the re-
search profile of HOU by establishing a
Research Centre with specialized institutes
for systematic research in non-competitive
areas such as distance learning and re-
mote working, lifelong learning, e-govern-
ance etc.
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